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. | ' An X in the
[:; ! JANUARY 197§ 7 Status Box

: indicates .
(QUARTERLY) renewal time, I
ERG is nroduced by Terry Jecves ‘ hope you will’
230 Bannerdale Rd,, sign uwp again,.
Sheffield S11 9FE
ENGLAND,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES := U.K. Five issues for £1

U.S.A Six issues for £2.00 (Please send dollar
bills, NOT cheques or Money Orders..they loze
too much in exchange rates oo

With thig issue, ERG completes NINETEEN years of publication, I'm rather
proud of this record and look fbrward to notching up wany more years at
the helu,

wa - ERGITORIAL = o
The roin item of news this time round is that

Lou Tabakow has written to confirm that the members of First Fandom are
raising & fund to get me to the 1978 Worldcon in Phoenix, Ari-ona. Deing
entirely in favour of this idea, I ar also starting my own fund as well. If
anybody out there would like a copy of ny book sale list, just drop 1e a
line. Again, if anyone in the Phoenix (and Los Angeles) arca would care
to offor proecon heospitality, I'd much appreciate hearing from you. It has
to be pre-con, as my leave of absence dictates thit I shool straight hack
to the UK irmediately after the Convention. Oh yes, and any danations to
Lou ‘Tabakow; 3953 ST, John's Terrace, Cincinnatii, Ohio 45236, would be
approciated, - PANEDS..please copy with ny blemsing. :

Keith Freeman, 269 Wykeham Rd. Reading,Berks RG6 1PL is the bloke collecting
any very welcome contributions from within the U.XK. o

The cover this issue is by way of an experiment, so comuents would be
appreciated. Do,you prefer it to the full cover illo, or not?. Once again,
all electronic stencils are from Mr. B.C.Sexton, 14 Ventnor Court, ’
Wolstenholm Rd., Sheffield S7 1LB...paper (as used in ERG, 75p. ving™, for
long (6ver 1,000) runs, £1.15, or 51.30. Alsoc on offer are IBM Selectric
typing, various faces, for your spe cial headingr, at ‘ip a word and also a
service for reducing your original art and then meking electros of the
reductions, Return mail service,.mention you saw it in IRG,

Want your own STAR WARS film ? It is already aveilahle in the UK din
various stylese...colour sound or silent, lorng or short version and even in
black and white. I mather fancy the 115metre colour sound version in Supexr
8ma, for around £29, Prices vary, so if you're interested, get the lovie
Maker nagazine or send me an S.A.E. for details. Also available are King
Kong, Flash Gordon and three Avenger episodes..nand many others,

SPACE 1999 buffs can make their own Eagle transporter up by getting
the Airfix plastic model kit. Rather a simple model to build, but it
makes a lovely model for show #r photography. : o

All the best; Terxys

vt
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In one of those vacant or .
TERRV : \\ pensive meoods which Iflash
upon the inner eye, L was
\, : S - oy
>, ¥y

musing on Dyson spheres.
For these who nave never
heard of tke things, I'd
better explain that way
back in 1940, Freeman
Jas Dyson cpeoulated
on how a super
civilisation
night
dismantle
p P one or
more planets
ard then
reform same into & sphere
completely enconmpassing the
sun at a distance of .3 .AU
and thus collecting ali its
radi ant energy instead of just a minor fraction.

The idea has been used by
various writers, Miven's 'Ringworld' and Shaw's '"Orbitsville! spring to
mind., Injovable as they both were, it wasn't until T @id my musing thing
that I realised how certain consequences of the idea had been overlooked.

Assuming we take our Earth, dismantle it and re-shape its
material inito a Dyson sphere, radious 93,000,000 miles, and completely
enclosing the Sun, the thickness; of the sphere so formed would be pretty
thin (my pocket Sinclair boggled at the cube root involved, but made i%.-.
'less than a mile'), a quiclk glance at Adrian Berry's 'The Hext Ten Thousand
Years! Coronet, £1 indicated the real value would only be a few centimetres.
Not a particularly str: g surface on which to live, build and survive, so
let's assune our super c¢ivilisation can also alter the mglecular strusture
to toughen it up a lot. Great, we ncw have.scme 108x10 )square wiles of
living space (assuming my Sincsair is right). Hang on, what are you going
to breatic 7 Sprecad Earth's atmospherc that thin, and you'd have a Iayer
a fow moiccules thick. DMight suit an amceba, but not peopla. However the
civilisation which can work such wonders wouldn't be offput by the ideca of
manufacturing enough air to give the inside of that sphere a 5 mile layer
of air. Problem solved...

»e0r is it 2?2 How do you hold it to the sphere ? Mo gravity
from a fow cms of toughened whatever-it-is, #o the stuff would diffusae into
spacos Salution (No, I won't assumc artifical gravity) is to spin the i
Dyson world and crecate artifical gravity from centrigugal force, Great .3
except that by spinning the spherc around an axls, e
the gravity inducced would be maximum at the

sphere's eguator..and zero at the Poles, L Al
shading off in between. Result, normal TR ~~‘_’.":_-::"é-‘?:$“' :

air and gravity along the Equator..and
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an avsecnce of both at the Poles ..z result

shown d;agramat1cal1y in the sketch.to the E°A° . ;
zero air
I"'_'L{;];{, »
A11 right, discard the low g/air
sections and just make the part of the normal
sphere where gravity is normal,.or necarly air & g

s0. ({scos®  will give the fall off
Tatio 1I you want to find out how widc
an acceptable gravity arca may be)..and presto of

. ._-:, - ¥ l .
T B You have_a RINGWORLD . AL PR
I- w‘ — o —

Admittedly, you will have to give it
edge walls some five miles high in
<y order to conserve Yyour air and keep
it from spilling over the rim and
d; into spacc..but apart from the
‘;psychologlcal effoct of your woxrld
\g lnh bounded by such walls, that
ﬁwwould posc no problem to our super-

Ch%ngullders.
T 51‘“-«1" ;

e ‘\u_‘ -- Afurthor p0851b111ty, ard one whichi I have
not encothtored in38F, is to make, NOT % :ring cut from a sphere, but a
triue CYLITDERVORLD wlth parallel s;des. This, unlike the ring cut from a
sphere, would maintain the same gravity for 21l its interior surfacce It
would aiso enjoy another advantage with regards to sunlight, of this)|

norc later as [ musc into othker aspecits. Such a .

cy]lqprwozld could be of virtually any length if ng//<:::::z:::::>
cnoufth material is available, but if made too -
long, the outer ends would be as frigid as Plutoe '
Probably the nearest to this cylinderworld !
concept would have bren Rama the giant space \
ship in Clarke's cxcellent novel. Having got 3
this far, we might even have worlds made from .
other surfaces of sclide of revelution, or any (

]

i

matheratical funetion rotated about an axis.

Astroidyorlds, Cardiodworlds, Cycleid worlds

sprdng to mind,.heck, if you don't mind some

re&l alir and gravity problems, you could even
nave a SOUAREWORLD, The mind boggles L4

|
Axis of.rotation

Let's kcep it frelatively) sinple... back to kln““orldo Triters
of S¥ Lhan:ily spin their creations to provide centrifugal 'g' force..
but just how fagt must a 93,000,000 travel at is rim to generate one g
on the inner surface. Well, unless I pressed the wong buttons on ny
mighty Sinclair, I make it around 9,600 miles per sec. ... roughly 1,720
of the sweed of light...noct enough to creat any major retativistic
probleis alt1ou5h there would bg a very minor slow down in time and u

reduction in length along the line of motion. Cne spin would talze
around 10hrs at a very rough cstimate..rather a short year if that
systen is still in use in the far future |
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 Anothcr little Rinpgworld problem is the one of the central 3Sun.
It's rays would always bc perpendicular to the Ringworld's surfacc,.so what?
Yell, ‘the entire surface would thus get Tropical heat as received by our
Tquatorial countrics today. There would be no insolation effect caused by
the rays losing cnergy by couwing obliquely through the atmospherc..and so
all your Iingworld would be more than Hguatorial..meore, because (a) thore
would be no let up for the scasons...with no-axial tilt, therc would be no
scosons, and (b) despitc meny author's idcas, therc would not even bc any
night to allow cooling down. o ' ’

tlhy no night ? simple, the sun would always he at the zenith, and
never round the 'bther side of the planet'. Oh I %now that Larry Fjven
postulated large screcns orbiting the Sun-to: give alternate night and day...
but how BIG wpuld they:'have to be 2?2 When the tocn totally ceclipses the Sun,
it doesn't give-full ‘nighttimse darkncss, and cven that shade only lasts a
vory briof-tilessso ‘how much bigger must cach screcen be , 20 lunary diamoters,
forty ¢ o khatﬁ ,Mowe the screcns nearer to the Sun, and they would nced
to be cven ifsrger to occult the disc, Well, I-réckon you might do ita..but
only by creating another Ringworld of alternate scgments orbiting inside the
first., Problcms, always problaemss

Then apgain, if you don't make some provision for night and day,
you have a civilisation which ncver secs the stars. Asimov's Lagash in
Nightfall saw them every thousand years..our Ringworldians woudd never see
them at all, except by spece shipe..think of the phobia. that would produce.

Londing a spaceship on a2 Ringworld moving at % would posc a few
more problems, although takc-off >uld be casy...just drop over the edges
Astronony might be uncomforta:le as it would have to be done from the:
outer surface of the ring and thercfore in 1g negative gravity. OK, you
simply ctand on the ceiling...but the shattering cffect: of looking down on
nothing but spacc with 1g tugging you down there must be somcthing out of
any world&K,Square, Ring of otherwise.

“hile speculating high wide and yonder,..just suppose the dwellors
on a Rinsworld cstablished a ‘Grecnwich meridian' inside their ring and used
it to set up the length of & year. As muntioned previously, this would only
last for about §#f minutces...but forget that angle for a mement,  Each time
the meridian passes (say a linc from the Sun to Alpha Centauri), a yecar
¢licks up...therefore places behind the meridian will not yet have reached
New Ycéar, those ahcad will have passed it. Cerry this right round to the
opposite diamcter of the ring, and you would have a dateline situation suéh
as we have on Barth ®herc you gain or losc a day when sailing the Pacifice..
excevt that on the Ringworld you would pick up or drop a YEAR .}

There arc plénty of other side (or sride) cffects, but 1 rather
fancy that these will be cnough to be going on with. Any budding authors.
arc free to use the foregoing in their storfes...but if you do, how about
naming a character, a spaceship, or even a planct after me ? I'm much too
latc to get a Lunar crater...so to be Tuckerised in a Ringworld would be
just dandy. . - , '

' =0=0=0=0= Terry Jeeves 1977



DON MALCOLM

T
\\; ,N,-r'. ;:".. o el
Apparently Chris W& ). /"™
Priest is on the way to passing intd‘legend by
telling aspiring young writers that the firsg
sentence of any work is of great inportance.
Az I qualify partially for the advice {which
ic good at any age), I decided to go for broke
with the title. Actually, it is the result of a I
conversation with my younger son, Derek, who often gmw) WA

contrives to leave me with the feeling that he's 1ost?/ ;q
re Do niehere along the waye. P A Fecucs
"_J Bz
The profound thinkers @%@ g1

cGpns you —~ come, cone, Brian can't be the only

one = will have perceived that the title of this article should rcad
Irich Odyssey. It concerns a few reminiscences of ny visits to tho
howie of James and Peggt White (and three children and a goldfish),
when ‘nderstown, and Ircland was a pecaceful place, Today, news fron
that troubled land always has a special poignancy for ne, tinged with

CONCEIT. s
i Tt was almost pleasurable sitting squeczed

into o Idni, marconed in a traffic jam in Royal Avenue, hemned in by
a palisade of towering green buses, and friendly cyclists lcaning ol
tho rool of the car, giving me a checry 'Goed evening' as I slowly
asphy:iated anid the fumes. Those days are gone, for the time being,
In o similar situatien, I night get a pound of gelignite dropved on
iy vital statistics, which would not be hilariouse

To pot back to the story: I was once &
representative, what was known in gentler tines as a corercial TTAV-
elior, '/hen I took over the job, I was told that Ireland was part of
the corritory. At thaat time (1962) I knew Jim White only through his
writinrg. ‘lere I thought, was a great cppertunity to necet hin in  tho
flesh; if he'll pardon the cxpression. John Carncll, who was our
agent, gave ume Jim's address; I wrote to him, saying that I was solng




to Iroland and that I would like to meet him,

Turther correspondence brought abeut, on ny part, a comnplete
nisapnrehiension {can you get a partial onc ?) concerning that partioular
groun of sf fans and is an exanplc of how to achieve one without trying
too hoard. 1ily contacts with fandon were via fanzines and; as I rcecall
(vagucly) there seemed to be 2 great deal of talk about drlnLlng. I
nad . ono or two references to bocze and, sonchow, Jim and 1 pgot the
imprescion that each was an incipient alcoholic. Locking back, I wonder
if Jin and Peggy ever had nmisgivings about who they were inviting to
their hone. .
' t'hen T get a drink in ny hand - preferably in a glass in iy
hand ~ I usually have to dust the cobwebs off it to get it finished.
liore of it cvaperates than gets drunk, Only amiable big Danny has, in
recont ycars,* persuaded me to takc two drinks within a short spece »f
timos. I think I had lost the key to ny pursc, or . sonmething lile that,.

Anyway, I was allowed into Ircland, .(a) because I wasn't

Enslish (sorry, editor 1) (('s OK, it isn't your fault you're a lcot.))

(b) ny nome wasn't Cromwell, Jin and I net, the Zarth stilled in
its orbit - and we quickly discovered that we were both non~drinlking
addictcs Thus was started a fricndsihip that has grown with the years,
fuclleld durinn ny Irish forays with neuntaincus platcefuls of sandwicies
- senmchow, I still remenber the cheese .ones - and other igood things fo
cat, prepared by Peggy. It was pointless watching your weight thero

Pegpy was invariably going out to her operatic socicty practices
Suitably fortified as we were, Jin and I spent nany happy hours discuss-
ing a ronge of subjects, but nainly SF, At some time or another, overy
writer oones up against a scanngLv-lnournountable problen, Ue oallod it,
taipsing yourself out of a hele! That isn't always possible and tho
story hac to he abandoned. Probably there are other contributory factors
in suelh casecs, :

On the evenings that Peppgy was at hone, exercising the goldfish
and doing other urgent househeold tasks, the tolking would tale place in
the “artially converted Loft, which fim had made into a very confortable
workgroom, conpletc with recessed television - “Jist for watching the
ncws‘ - caap bed and book fllfcd shelvesa

*427;.m;r“?”7". ‘
Wy Sk

* Joveutry, 1977, to be exact
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Soite of the original paintings done by Gerard Quinn for front
covers of Jim's stories were on the walls.- In those days, original art
worl: vas not as much soughteafter as it is now., I met Gerard several
tines at Jim's home and it is un?ortunate that he is no longer worliing in
science fiction.

Others I met were Walt Willis, Bob and Sadie Shaw and a
man whose name I cannot remember. What I do recall was that he vas the
only scrcastic Irish person I've ever come across. Andy as I fravelled
all over Ireland for seven years,:Il met plenty of Irish peoples

Fallacies arise almost as easily as mis-apprehensions., Dob said to
me on onc occasion, "We don't all walk about saying, 'begorrah‘ v I
didn's ansver "Och aye'...

One evening, I was gettlng ready to go back to the hotel. 1 nust
have had ny shoes off - that's real hospitality for you = and I started
to put them on. I was sitting oppesite -Sadie at ‘the time. A4As olten
happens, the laces had assumed a 1life of their own and I found thet they
had lon; ends and short ends, As I began to adjust them, I &l but
Jwaned off the chair,

“Oh, my Geod {' Sadie shrieked, clapping her hands, “He's
mneasuring his shoelaces " I was, of course. That was the object of
he ciercisce, to get even, I still measure my shoelaces, Sadics..

.-nyway, it was perhaps just as well that I was leaving., -iven
Divine Intervention might not have saved me from all that Irish irony.

I must away, now. You see, I have this consignment of cheese and
Patent Lac¢ Measurers to run into Belfast and the Customs are very alert,
to be sure,y to be sure ==mw--

Don Malcolim,

oo ko & i G e o R ORI AR T A I I LS IO R B R I -l SR RN
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GILGG;I““I N Has a project. He secks to utilise the evaluative judpement
1016 beeca Ave of somec of the most knowlcedgeable SF readers in the vorld..le.
Torrance Fandom, The aim is to evaluate any/or all, of the SF novels
CA 90501 you have read and rate them on a scale devised by Gil. For

' full details, why not drop him a line..it caly costs you a
and gives you the chance to part1c1pate in a worthwblle projects

Ems

KENWSLi?éi_ (Fantasy Medway) Can supply you with all thc books reviewed
13? bezh L1 in ERG, any Sf mag, hardcover or paperback book, new or olds
i18DC L)

R . If you want an item..or are trying to complete a oollcctlon,
Cambs  FE13 214 or just want to get more SF, drop him a line and 20p in
postage for his latest catalogue.

THE TUCKTIR TRAMSFER,.aims to bring Wilson 'Bob' Tucker here for Worldcon..
funds, donations etc, to Jan Funder, P.0,2038 Fort Riley, Kansas 66L42,
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"'.J. Can you give a brief account of how you cane to edit. Vortox ?

liost people who get appointed to a 'desirable’ position know the right
peoplz at the right time. In April 1976 I found nyself having a chat
with my father's peinter., (My father is in the greeting card business.)
Ron Dooch, the printer -- not his real name, I'1ll be getting a little
slanderous later on -- was telling me of another client (he had two in

those days -- the deepesi .c'll cver get into Bigtime Printing), a

magazine and book publishor, '¥Mr, Shacklady! (A good one,that) was
doing vory unsuccessfully with a failed aeroplane magazine, and was
looking around for something clse to do. I wented to do a magazine,
Zhacklady wanted me to, so I did,

T.J., "2 fiction in No.1 was very much what is gororally termed 'How

Viavets Was this your own choice of material, or were you
pressurcd in any way to use it ?

e balance between the 'various types of fiction'! that went inio all
five published issues of Vortex, in ny opinion, was very cven. Certainity
the fiction I chosc was of a more fringe mature than all the ofher
ragazines, cxcept Now Lorlds iiself. This was deliberates. OSF nagazines
have not had a good timce since the dawn of the paperback, If Vortex
was to survive, then I would have to give readers material that they
would not find too rcadily in books, (And I think at this poirt to say
that Vortcx's contents had nothing to do with its closuve)

T.J, Mo«1 was on slick paper, with colour-work. Did its reception

offer encouragenecnt 7

Criticism was generally very favourable. I reomember someonc telling me
he would have preferred pulp with ragped cdges. Most people (including
myself) wouldn't have carcd citler waye. Vortex was on gloss stuff
because "that was the chcapest paper which could take colour well. 'And
colours, Shacklady would chant, is esscntial to the guccess of your

rubbish", (He never liked my choice of ciction =- and I hope I can go
into this later on). I told hinm as forcefully as possible (I Aidn't
want to get chucked off the job), that the colour question was & moot
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Ko,
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point. Readers wanted to read iiction, not vrowse through a ﬁidtu;e-
booli. Numerous letter~writers told e Lo, which proved ny po;nu.
ohacklady still wanted the colour, and l.e. was bosse -

“.J, Speaking personallyy, I thought soms of tn.  art in V:rtexgi vas
‘pretty amateurish, Wiat are‘youn views on this 2

I think most people woulé say that. Most ,orr¢Sgondenve was auaz¢ugly
positive {the fact that there wae artwork wus a gocd thang) —-a fem
negative lettcrs voiced just vcur adn commenty, though e‘eryone, whether
they voiced it or not, would agree. I wo: commissioned to start Vortex
on June.1t 1976, and told thav issue¢ ose pablicetlon would be 1 September.
in almost impossible target » . the dead'ine for material was set for the
middle of July. I thought L could do i%t, and I Aid - but nct the wat I
expected,

o My good cuntacts in the world of fiction allowed me +o s]ecp
easily on that score. Illustratige material would be another matter,

I was banking on vsing the services of two mai v London art
agencies to get the ball rolling. T had oupl;wab(ﬂ tlte sexipts, selected
the artists whom I thought most suitable ‘I have haa itile training in
art’ -- even so, Shacklad: wouldu't employ souweoic to haudle thai side of
things) and was waiiing tor the rfinished stuff. 1L was a bit of & shoeck
to hear that the agencies had iaken out refereaces on ny pablisher ané
tere not satisfied. They would be advising theirr artists not f¢ couglete
the work, That left me wiZlii a fortnigh*t to get “ilustratinons for

tvio scriptse '

T.J. T'ore some of the ariicts personzl Iriends as distinet from
comilercial Aillustratocis ?

— s -

'indéodﬁ tThen you start a projcc:.;iké Vortasx, obviously 2l your
stuif is goin% to come from perscnal sontacis. Jy contacts had been <he
agonts » That particular rug pulled out from wider my Tecl I had <o

- go directly to artist fricnds and jersuade therm to do the wark in nexd

to no time
© no PIWCe mpore is one other peiit that shouid be mentioned hérce Ior

Shacklady to get his favouriie dilstribntot to "3ike the magazine, he
“would have to present matevial for the first THREE issucs by thz end of
August 1976, (As it happened, Yor souk eascu, lhe distributor couldn?t
take the mag until Jaauwary 1977.. At 1 crmt T 3id Zae job- Iy rowards
you will hear about.

7.3, ihich ztems. we~c the most praised,..and which.nost diglikod ?

A1l hut the oda few letters thet szii wore tham juzt ‘Nice to see & new
mag't were very strongLy Wo J-t,: I had »c¢ ajly-icl”" semrwnts about the
nuiecrous setting errors. Readers who had read the magaziuo soericusly
Yand by that, I don't mean with frowns #cross their brows) and who had
bothored to write, had somethiug positive and importent to say. I was
very pleased to get this reaction. You wouldn't erpect renarkal’ e
(true mecaning) comments about airy-fairy 1lct10n¢ You woula expect

_ remarkable comments about remarkadle fiction. w° t.rally, tiie readers

have snoken for themselves -« Vertex was worthy o7 atieution,
& (]
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I ou satisfied that Vortex was appreciated by the audience for which I
had intended it to cater., Mundane fiction is for mundane people. lot
being a mundane person myself, I was determined to enjoy my nervous
breakdovwns over Vortex, My model reader was a college student between
the ages of 18 and 22, with a brain, :

' There was no single aspect of the magazine that everyone hated; mnot
even one that almost everyone hated, I was surprised that so many people
liked the intervicws so much ~- probably because I was bored to death -
doing them, Steve Axtell gave me some help at the transcribing stale -=-
the names of the interviewers printed were fictitiouse. The whole show
was nince ' )

Dut really, at this point, I'd like to stick with my collegc student
with the brain. My studbnt would have enjoyed Mike Moorcock’s Tow
Torlds'. But Vortex could not be like that straightaway, if orly for
the reasons it would never have found a distributor. (I was trusting
Shacklady's experience on this point} So I decided to start off with'a
good-sizcd dose of what I have already called fringe SF. (Christchild,
Ambicnt) balanced by a-pretty familiar modern S¥F (Holdstock, Corley,
“onny, Greenhough). Issucs 6 to 9 werc fully planned, but not published,
They contained a greater proportion of fringe materiale. -

Theré is no getting away from the fact that we rcad to cscape; to
escape our everyday existence which will be, to some extont, boring and
even pointlesse You, who will be reading this, nust be fed wy ‘with sone
aspect of your life, At worst, you are about to kill yoursclf, at the
other extreme you have five minutes to waste. If you @d not fit. some=
wherc along this scale, and wcre fully content, you would havée no reason
for roading ERG. You.are recd’ng to broaden your horizon, You would
hardly read ERG (or any other book) if you wantcd to vecome mcre enmeshe
ed in your own trivialitics -- you would sit in the loo and stare a®
the door, : _
Most people arc frightened to cscape. Most people don't read.
A vookshelf more than two feet is a rare thing to find in the average
housghold. Library books that are borrowed arc skimmed over very quickly
just bafore bed when the reader is half asleep anyuay =- yes thisg is
escape, But there is another kind; onc far more positive and energetice

"hat made Peter Joscph paint, "Ochre Colour with Dark Border® (a
painting as truc to its title as any could got}? Ar’._:ts arc peoplke
vwho search for wider meanings. They deliberately reac. “oyond thenw
sclves to escape the poirtlessness of day to day activities, Deansw-on-
toast or cheesc-on-toast ? ' o

Constable's landscapes are ccrtainly nice to lock at, lile cating
beanseon-toast. Pcter Joseph's "Ochre Colour', if you stand in front
of it for long cnough for it to 'get to you' == and it's over three
yards long and two yards high ~- is morc like getting the beans down
the inside of your shirt., It makos you wake up. 6ix square yards of
ochre right in front of your nosc can drive your mind to extraordinary
efforts of escape. If Joscph painted a landscape immediately affer
finishing “"Ochre", undoubtedly it would be far more potent thab anything
Constable produccd. )

Dut what is this potency for, in art or fiction ?
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It is to geab our minds, to wrench us out of triviality, to presont us
with fresh vistas of meaning. Not like most fiction, which holds our
hands and gently leads us to the cliff-top to sample tiac view and the
dalt Brecze. The Tiction I would have prescnted in Vortex, in say two’
years, would have pushed the recadoy violeruvly off tae ¢liff -- to DSl
his emotions to the limit, to.make his mind really work, fo make hiL
appreciate just how much mcaning was waiting %o be discovercd with this
inward cxpansion. There is.a great deal of difference between being a
scagull and just watching onc fly. -

e have all scen sunsets and said, fu yos, very beautiful®, But
how often do wc really mean it ? Reading trivial fiction is no
better than staring at the loo docre

?.J. A final question, You seem to know what you wanted to do with

Vortex, so why did it close ?

K.5. Simply =~ Shacklady didn't know what he was doing; Vortex had to cease

because the colour plates were costing too much. Too decp in the red
aftor issuec fours Shacklady’s successor, Ron Booch, (who knew far loss
than Shacklady, pven about his ovn job) decided after tw> months to
stop the new black and white format taking over at issuc siX; (I hag,
by that time, arranged the cortire contents for issucs 6 to 9; aceonod-
ating for the colour chgngo)o {Shacklady was sacked for doiﬁg very
uncthical things -~ which proved his mental age to be no greater than
seven, E

At the end of the day: I am owed over £2000 (two thousand) salary
and expenses., Mikec Moorcock is owed £1000 (onc thousand) for -The Ind
Of All Songs'"e...and all contributors to issues 3 throtech 9 will romain
unpaid --- even though Ho.5 was published, and the vakent conpany is

_ very umuch solvent.

If Vortex had started with & black @nd whitc format, and retained
its average 11,000 rcadership, 2s you vead this it would be a thriving
magazinee - - o

sassrsszssssiisrtiisritarstes sttt :Keish Seddon
Watford licath,
Herts,
JQDQOOQQ@JQQQQQ@@@@@@@@@@D@@@@@@é&@’3@@@@@@@@@@3@@@@@@3@9@0@EJQOCGJQG@@
m . .
EUPLICALIHQ-§9$E= 54 pages, board covers, &1 L a

Contains all the articles on stencils and stencil work, colour, illos,
léttoring, wargin justificaticn, patching, ctc. etc, plus an art
saction of cover work from ERG and Tricde. All these and many nore
appeared over a period of three years in EN¢, Get youms now while
stocks last. ' T

If you would like a copy of ny Yook salc list, menticn it when orderinge
Torry Jaeves, 230 Bannerdale RD. Shefficld 511 9FE.

¥O TRADE ORDERS w.ill be met, unless cash with orderi



o T For those icmiring a
; E;@%} 4 hardcover SF collectiou at
T, pinirum cost, ilessrs,
Sidgwicic & Jackson must be
the answer to & naidents
prayer with their rignster
@ ST Special velunes, Yhree
full length ncvels in each
!ﬁs for littie more than the
nrice of any singleo title.
What more could you ask ?

S.Fo SPECIAL Noa21 24,95

e DA RS P R e a e S

Contains Enchantod
Filgrimage
by Clifford D.Simrite..i'arls Cornwall
dweller ia a parallel time world of
trolls, elves. geblins ete, sets
out on a jounmney on which he meets
harpics . witches and werewolvas. oSheer

fantasy, but 2 delightful read. L.dMann
p® . oo" has, The Portals, a superb, Weird, Unlknown
"5‘?’ type of tale wherin the finding of a strange

volume leads to inexplicable death &nd horror.
Man With i Thousand Names is van Vogit's #difully
involved tale of 2 rather nasty ycung man vwliose
verscnality gets switched from body to body ard

planet to planct, by an &ll powerful 'iHother!

Feeves

S.F.SPECTAL Mo.22 _#h,%5 opens witli Robert Silverhergs
To Live Apain set in 4 werld where mind recording lots
a dead person's perscaality be added to that of his

heir ‘or next of ltin..which lsads to & powcs: struggle over a2 tycoon's nemory

tape, and a talieo¥d?r bid by the recording. Cemchtery World is another Cely

Simalz, Fletchar Carson comes to Earth, now one vast graveyard, lto sompose

a 'sehsitape?, but the authorities don't want hir snocping arcind. Whird

comes Mark Adlard's Multiface, the tale of a 22nd Certury Megalorolis wit.

a borcd populations.and the effects caused by the reintroduction of 'business’

to entertainr the idle nmultitudes,

4 DREAM OF WESSEX The Wessex Psoject is a projected meatal construct of
Christoplior Fricst the future into which individual members of a resoarch
Faber & Faber ©4.25  team send their cgos te observe future treads.

Meurotic Julia Stretton, on the rebounl from an unjpapny
affair (the aspects of which make her secm uttcrly brainless) is one of the
fosecarchers, cach of whom has found greater contentment in their droam world,
Then culia's sadistic lover joins the Project, not only changing the future
construet, but also the lives of those inside i%t. 'This is ancther excellent
yarn from lr, Pricst, it holds you all the way Lheough, but I thouph? the
ending sccméd rather indecisive after the carefully constructed intricacies
of the plot. but that is a minor niggle against a very good tale.
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R 5 _FPOR_THE GRADBIN , .
WORLDS TO2 T .25&:25&2 Sadly, 40 pages were missing from my review cop¥..

Brenda Pearce but encugh remained to tell me that this is a novel
Dobson SF £3,95 constructed from four separate steories concerning
the problems encountered by geologist Chris Collins
on various missions. On Mercury, he visits the dayside. On Fluto le solves
another problem. Venus has living oil (ex Analog) and Saturn develons a.
titanic intelligence. The linking (and general idea) is not unlike vanVogt's
tSpace Deagle'.. but is done so well the novel IS a whole, and excellent
piece of work. This one is sy (and Analeg's) kind of sf., If you liue a
cood problem story, with a resolved ending..and well written, here it is.

STAR ARG - . - : =
===o=z=== For sleepers just awakencd, this is the story of
George Lucas. Luke Starwaller, the robots R2D2, C3PO and several
Souvenir Press. £3.95 other characters in a grand bit of space opera made

(a 7ilm) by 20th Cent. Fox. I haven't a review copy.
but a note from Souvenir saying that if you want something a bit more
memorable "than the Sphere papcrback at 95p (complete with stills) they have
a special, Large format, hardcover ediion costing 53.95. Take your picke

12 ST
EL§£§B_£§:;1§; A strange, time~travelling sort of Superman wic traps
Do.in Piserchia  {and executes) criminals the law cannot, or will not
Dobson 5395 punish. Three F3I men set out to trap him, and enlisv

a young iad fcr special training., Meanwhile, a <(riminal
with a similar ability is quietly building his empire. An unusual, often
ifficult style, but 2 rarn which rattles aleng at a cracking pace and is
only let down by the final confrontation. Tastes will differ on this one,
lew Wavers and 'Intellectuals! be warned. ( I enjoyed it)

L00 MITEVES

=mmesoEsITT= Pote Mullion finds he has 1w 3t two weeks Irow his 1ifs

Dean 1s Koontz and that a strange figure is keeping watch on hinm., IHo

Dobson £5.75 starts investigating..and lcses two more dajs. Fete
intensifies his hunt - and so do his watchem. “he tale

moves quickly along to involve umental powers and alien inves:igators. lhwcuta

build enmoothly to a elimax (and kceep you guessing a Jot of that tine) dbut

+£ you perm your SF with page against £, this could be a bit steep at the

price for 109 pages.

ATV TV ARG R wm T TY

4E DAROUS OF BEAAIONE Do 2ast Century and psychology

Tom Purdem’ has beer refined to a pushwe

Dobson <13.95 buttor science enadbling
peclitical chief Boyd to use

the techmiques on his voters. Couplete dominance of

Anerica and the Presidency are within his grasp when

psycliologist Nicholson sets out to "se those same

niethods to set up his own candidate and party

in onposition = a move which leads to his being

kidnépped and brain-washed by Boyd's hirelings.

Taunt, fastmoving and with compulsive mesrace. I

fancy there may be a seguel..and certainly

liope so if it is as gripping as this one.
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UNIVERSE Tiifk
---——"39——51—— Third n a series of original SF stories by such well-known

writers as Robert Silverberg, Edgar Pangborn and others.
Themes include time- ~travel, mutants with esp powers, a
future tyranny and even a strange isolated experimoental -
satellite, All are written in the post ’new Wave! manter
in vhioh Gonitent is subservient to style and plet comes a bad third. Lyvents
flow but. with no particular direction when the word is the message and thers
are no O'Henry twists hiding round the corner of the last page

OPERATIGHN ARES

Gene tlolfé
Bobson :;3095

Ed. Terry;Carr
Dobson 33395

After cstablishing a Martian colony, the USA has slippw»d
back from its technological pinnacle into a ncar-agrarian
Bociety where science is scorned. Predatory animals roam .
at night (though they s@se up after Chapter 1). A virtual
dictator is in power, but small-town.ashoolmastor John Castle tries to join
the resistance force ARES being raised by the Marthans who seem fo come and
go just as they please’ (in Lifting Body Vchicles from a satellite). Plenty
of movement and action, but lacking in plau31§111tya

Z§E=£;QSEEB§=§§ZEB£§£== Commander Foreman of the frigate Phalarope is set
John Rankine wr - the task of following the head of Thorburn ‘nterp-
Dobson 53.95 rises in his spaceship Leda, as it visits sundry

worlds on suspect missions. TForeman has some

hectic adventures (in the true vames Bond manner.) an? things move along at a
crackkng pace until he uncovers the naughty secrets Not cevebral LI, but
Rankine writes a smooth, entertaining and exciting yarn. If you like Retief
or Dumarest, you'll like this...it's far better than those by a nmile or.more,
THE _MANY. 4ORLD:—9§ MAG§E§=22222£§ ocrawny, goat-bearded, superlor—braaned
Jack Vance’ Magnus Ridolph is one of those characters you love or
DobSOn £3495 hatess Here, in six tales from the 1943-52 issues of

o Startling and Thrilling Wonder, are six adventures of
the super problem solver as he tangles with swindlers, chicanery, robbary,
a society of thleves, holiday camp problems aad even nmurder, Vance is at
his best with impossible yet nearly plausible aliens (see his Durdane
trllogy), and here he glven his 1nag1nat10r full rein.

UNIVERUL OUR Hat on the #rail behind number three in the series, and for
- By money, much superior, corcs this eight story collections.
Jack Vance gives us a long glimpse at actjvities in a future
¢ity. Silverberg has a psychot? eraplst-lnto-patlent'sgmlnd
‘Jtem, Then there's a near inconprehensible Laf;erty, a
short by Ualdrop, a nice tongue in check tale of future media action by Ron
Goulart .and a strange future devastation short by Panela Sargents Then a
yarn by ¥kiahd and Bonford about aliens corting to talk with our sun. {This
one has I bolieve also been expanded into a full novel) and finally; Panshin
turns in & piece about a would-bc world congueror, Plenty for all, and if
you're thinling of  collecting the series, don't waste time, as Universe 7
is now available in the USA fmom Doubleday at £5,95.

Ed. Terry’ Carr
Dobson %3495

SEEnmaEa=

SALE LIST If interested, send S.A.E. for a copy of my list. T.J.
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ARRIVE AT DASTERWINE

____________________ THE AUTOBICGRAPHY OF A KTISTEC MACHIWE, As convéyed
RolhJLafferty te R.A,Lafferty, That concludes the full title, but
Debacn £5495 book spines nct being elastic, I'1ll settle for fhe

shorter versione. The Institute of Impure ~clence sets
out to ercaie a group-man machine, a giwnt device incorperating a precis of
eacl ¢f 1tz ecrcators in its make up. However, cther factors enter as well
and tle result is involved, promising and threatening in parts.. a device
whiecl thouph going its own way, avrids the chair-grigping Lorror of D.V,.
Jones 'Collassust,. This onc has all the involuted unbelievability of
Raferty..,.and Rafferty is very much an acquired or otherwise) tasto.
S T NI

HANSTERA O ONBI2 Two adventures in one siarting with Jean Parlier heing
offered a million dollars 1f she will narry an ailling
Dobson S5 nillionaire and then malke the estate over to 'Totheringay®

when her husband dies. She gets to the willionailres
satcllits and discovers his unusual hobbies whereupon things change rather
drastically, In the seond part, Jen sets ouv te trace her parentage, and
ends u» fangling with 2 mad scientist whe used female prisoners as sced beds
for his cloning experiments. Dntertaining, but very lightweight and with
no nail-~biting incidents in the re¢liable Vance style.

DARGLI0T - . S . .
———————— Part-time rusiec critic Franklin Digby attends a concert of

P o

gg%zgnVO%QTES medern nusic..and findés he is behavigg strangely. -t a

K second performance, he stumbles on the cause.. music by

‘Dargasen’ and the fact tha® the military are intercsted.

In his attennts to expouse the aifair, he becones enmeshed wita sples, the
forces of Military Intelligence and Special Branch..plus burglary, sei,
mayhen and several other activitics, Written in a low key {which means
you c&n onjoy it without getting ulcers), and reminiscent of carly British
8F, L fovud this one held me,,and morecover, entertained me from start %o
finish. Cooper succeeds in making unlikely events sound completely crzdibloe

LAY

Sz===m== Two rival star kings set cut to find which is the ncre
Colin Kapp powsrful, one of their warriors or a Terran. Tiley ecapture
Dobvscn 3495 Colonel 'Bogey' Bogaert (and by accident, fthe quecn and

children of the mighticst siar king of all) and set thelr
players down on a 'Deathworld' style planet to sce vho survives. Lvents are
cotplicated by the actions of a Pretender to tie throne who coies to Till off
the ni;shitiest king's family. Exciting, fast-paced action with nlenty of
bacl:ground details and an intriguecing
lost star race (room for a scquel ?).
Verging on space—ovncra, I persenally
fecl this is one of Kapp's best.

RECIIV' D, but squeezed out untlil next
igsue -
NIGIET OF DULUSICNS..Keith Launer,
Tobson £3%,55
C%,. Piers inthony
Corgi 85p




ENCHANTED PILGRIMAGE

Fontana 70p

Clifford D, Simal
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Mark Cornwall,scholar, dwells in a parallel.time world
populated by goblins, trolls and suchliike. :e sets
out on a pilgrimage spurred by the discovery of a secw
ret manuscript. On the way meeting with harpies,

witches, hellhounds, The 0)d Ones,; a girl a weird robot, and a strange inter

world investigator.
retain their interesti.
magic I failed to £ind in Tolkein'd Hobbits

held the
RING§ CH ICL

Piers Anthony
Fontana 65p

Battles and hazards lose their innate cruelty yet
Sheer fantasy, but a delightful romp which for me,

When an experiment misfires, Earth is subjected to torrentaal
rains which flood all but the highest mountains and destroy
civilisation. We follow the adventures of a small band of
misfits, each of whom is either physicallyror rentally sick

as they strugyle to survive the floods, rcbbery, murder, cannibalism and a

host of

troubles.,
APPRCGACHIFG OBLIVION

e B i e o S e T . e e e A e ey ey e e ey

Improbable to a degree, but smoothk readlng.

An 11 story anthology culled from the 1962—19?) ragam

Harlan £llison

Pan GOp

gines, plus a foreword by ilichael Crichtorn &nd a brief
autobiographical piece by Ellisone. Whatever taltes his
fancy, Harlan writes about, be it telekinesis, Tuture

sex pracitices, androids, or even the world awaklng to its polluflon. All in
hipghly pyrotechnic vein, whether the themes suit you or not, there is more
life and attéention grabbing in this little lot than a bucketful of Dradbury.
A Yot I lilke, some was not to my aging taste..but all are highly rcadables

WHO 55805 WiEll

EZdmund Cooner
Coronet 75p

SiiD OF LIGHT

Edmund Cooper
Caronet 75p

ALL FFOQLS DAY

b i e e . M i e ok e

Edmund Cooper
Coronet 75p

Britain is ruled by lesbians, birth is by oartbonogcnesi and
the kxterminators are set to wipe out the last men, hiding

out in Scotland. Rura is out Hunting men when she is caught,
gang-raped and apparently so delighted w1th her new role that

she changes her allegiance

Civilisation escalates its 'defence' deterrents inte all-out
war, but before thec final dome city collapses, a «eneratlon.
star ship is launched with five couples in search of a new
Zden, The bulk of the tale tells of their problens and
disappointments. (First UK publication...USA eds195™)

An upswing in solar raciation leads to an increase in tite
Suicide rate until the only survivors are the former misfits,
Literally, all the fools have their day as they inhérit the
earth.,.a situation not entirely without its humour. ‘The

opening is reminiscent of 'Year of The Jackpot'..but a less downbeat endinga

FLIGIT TO_OPAR

e e S

Philip Jose Farmer
Methuen Hagnum 75D

In the first of the 'Eadon' series (see ZRG 59) from
Avon books, this Tarzan-like hero and dweller in an
ancient African kingdom, won the Games to elect a new
kings..but instead of abdicating the old one sent

Hadon ‘on & suicide miasion and the story ended with him trapped and Tacing

éeath,

. Here, the mighty Hadon outwits his attackers and is hunted by the
soldiers of the tyrant holding the throne.

Plenty of action and mighty deeds

in a smoothly running, well-written yarn



COROITIY have re-issued their Jack Vance, DURDANE trilogy, with a slight

price increse to 75p on each title., i~ :

THE ANCME Young Mur, dweller on the strange world of Drrdane which is ruiod o
by the Faceless Man, runs away to becacme the rebel, Gastel Zizwane.
e fights against the invasicn of the Rogushkei, throws off his
explosive ‘'cbedience collar' and begins to overthrow the rulers.

THE BRAVE FR3E3Z MEN Moves the story along as Etzwane raises a fighting force

e e el o . e g o P e e e Py e . P

THE ASUTRA Il.eveals the truth about the Rogushkoi...and about the Faceloss
man and in the process he visits the encmies hom world., =~ ~

The yarn: are full of Vance's rich tapestry of alien customs and scoieties,
oversimplified now and then, even a touch naive, but always entertaining and
well detailed. If you missed it the furst tine round, get it now,
BRONTOM K Every 52 years, Arcadia's moons line up and certain sea
Michacl J Coney creatures produce the ‘Relay Effect' whereby settlers start
Pan,70p to suicide...the survivors desert the colony. To reuedy

' mattérs, those remaining call in the Hetherington Group .«
They arrive with giant, earth-moving Brohtomeks (one of which roves amuck,
mainly off-stage) and shape-changing amorphs. Realising their mistale, the
colonists rebel. Plenty of action, some good characterisation and a good
yarn on all levels...apart from the deus ex machina wind up. (Fice twist though)
THE LO3% TRAVZILLIER - ) |
S==s=maSoSssstszs= A post-atomic warfare eray and three Hell's Augels are sent
Steve ilson . out by their Fief on the Eastern U.S, seaboard to bring
Pan,70p back a scientist who claims to know how to bring back the

fertility of the dead lands. Their path runs through

hostile territory and the perils, savagery and 'bravery' rituals are well shown.
Not for the cqueamish or members of the league of light and purity,

DR, FU iiACHU was one of those nostalgic figures remembered from boyhood in the
pre-war radio series from Radio Luxembourg..Il always pictured him
as not unlike Ming The Merciless. Now Sax Rohmer's famous L
oriental criminal has been reprinted in a new series from Wyndhan fStar!. Yo
hand are :~ THI MASK OF DR. FU MANCHU..75p and THE MYSTERY OF DR, FU HAUCHU 735p
Both move along at cracking speed with sinister dacoits and lascars using
poisonous scorpions, deadly gases and other forms of nastiness against Hayland
Smith and his ally, Dr, Petrie as they work against Fu Manchu. There are ten
mgre titles in the sries so far. All rattling good goodies versus baddies
material. MNot strictly SF, but first rate fentasy..and aftep all, waan't’
Hawk Carge's arch enemy Ku Sui modelled on Fu Manchu ? ..and Fleming'!s Dr. No ?

FLASH GORDQN THE TIME TRAP OF MING XIII More nestalgia in the. shape of
. ar »ther story in the 'Alex Raymond'
ﬁ;iﬁhizygzgi 60p series on Flash Gordon, written up by Con 3teffanson. Our
hero is once again aided by Zarkov and (hindexed by) Dale as
he clashes yet again with Ming in a caper involving Time
Belts, 4his series will probably reap a whole new op.of readers, alded by
frequent rewscrecnings of the epic serial. (You can get an 18 minute, edited
version of the original 12 parts, on Super 8mm. sound film, for &z22 if you'ie
a real bufi) ) :

»
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INFERNO - Allen Carpentier falls to his death from the Cth floor of

Larry, Hiven a Conmention hotel ~ and awakes to find himself in the
Jerry‘Puurnelle Hell envisioned by Dante. His journey through the inuexr
Wiyndhan Star ?5p  levels encountering a variety of monsters and menaces is
I a fascinating saga. Not being familiar with Dante’s -
version, I'll take the accuracy for grantcd, but I enjoyed the assortad
sequences innensely.. the compulsive boulder-rollers; glicer flying in Hell;
and of coursey the Cadillacs in need of taming. I didn't find it ‘as gripping
as 'liote In G_d's Eye', the ending being a bit lacking, but even thenm, it
is strects ahead of most contemporary writing.

OMEGA SF* 2 'I1 Mondo Dei Sonnambuli'

. A A bt T e T et S
T e iy e e et i

o di Gordon R. Dickson. Not being
' into Italian beyond the level of
ordering & drink in a Venetian
cafe, I assume this translates into 'The
Sleeping World!, and is second in a series.
176 pages, larger than the average pb in size,
and produced (without illustration) by some
photo process, this one boasts lovely covers
(front and rear) and is ideal for Italian
students ..OK, students of Italian., That /
1500 1lira probaly equates to a £1 sterling.

QUR CHAL'GIIIC UNIVERSE

mEmm=mSESERS=ES==TS== A look at radio and X-ray astronomy and their
John CGribbin correlation with optical work. Mmasars, pulsars
Futura 70p tachyons, quarks and other stranse phenomena are

examined and the latest theories given. Hidden
among the naterial is the surprising theory that the lack of solar neutrinés
may be due to the sun having stopped its dolar Phoenix. Excellent reading,
(and a handful of photographs) for anyone interested in the coemos..and a1l
of ideds for authors. Well worth the price ! o
TEE =HBODDING

T e el e W o T e, S

A South American tribe gains a new world view via drugs;

Tan Watson A research grouy in England raisks a group of children te
Crbit ‘!Ouartet! speak only an artificial, non-redundant languege. Then
65p _ . : star travellers ari:f#ve wanting to exchange information

: and their chief neced is the understanding gained by a
brain using an embedded language. I enjoyed this one until near the end
when things became 'nasty-political-rotten' and the story line slippeds

PLANET OF JUDGEMENT An original Star Trek novel in which is encountered a

" == planet orbited by a luminous black hole and populated by
a racc of mental giants, who, preparing for an invasuon,
wish to learn from humans..and also use them to scare
off the invaders. This has much of the depth of action lacking in the TV
shows (& new run of which is being filmed I gather,.ovt without Fimoy), It
also has a spot of Tuckerising with a cheracter called 'Atheling!. However
the gripwning build up and problem posing is allowed to tail away into a
rather slug;ish ending. Even so, it is far better Star Trek stuff than many
of the screcned episodes...and should appeal to ST lovers of any &apes

Joe Haldenan
Corgi 70p
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%d.uHTB -THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT BY MICHAEL A~ BANKS ‘THOUGHTS THAT GO

' ‘ ﬁ't
R‘ Lﬁ) Ej BY MICHAEL A BAJ\IKS 3 :

FBHERES AR 6O BUMB VMR MR §¥~MI8ﬁﬁEE A BARkS %ﬁBﬁ&ﬁEﬁ wiag 68 &

‘Sonme morning I'm going to wake up with a West Midlands accent and
demanding warm Guinness. Then I'11l go to work and discover that the maing
electricity has been changed ty 250v 50cycles. A.C., elevators. have becane
l1ifts and wy. paychéck (now a paycheque) is made out in pounds. sterllng
instead o; dollars,

Well, the transition won't be that sudden, but the change
is cominge It's been in the air for years, ever since the Beatles and suits
labelled 'Carnaby.Street' became popular. (((Speak for yourself bubf T.J.)))
Fish 'n Chip restaurants are outselling the hamburger joints; London taxis
end doible-decker buses abound on the streets of America's metropoli (((Which
is more than one cag say for England)); apartment complexes and housing
developenicn s sport names such as Chatham 3quare, Merrie Oldec Stonegate, and
Surrey Squarc; cven television is begirning to have some sensible contenh at
times, ({(ilc eall ours the 'Close Down'! )}

T
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Hell, ‘therefs even a Bannerdale Rd close by here. Somctines when

I drive by there, I can hcar the clank of a duplicator. I'm afraid to stop
and scc thousheasss . .So0, America is going British. Bveryoné Kihowe
that., L on ly mention it now because the full transitien is. so close, and
thosc of. you who want to sce the States, should do it soon.

And how, you may ask, do I know that the time is e
close ? 1lell, there's a new reostaurant down the road _zb
and just Jcbtcrday they put up a sign. It read: :

TDBRTAN BURGESS!'. K.c.NTUCKY FRISD PORK PLES" ..

I 1mag1nc a reverse_trend in Britain, I hear .. -, | S
that some of our TV shows are being imported, and O - e “%

that hambueger stands clot the countryside. IF
that's thc casc, I'd like to offer franchiscs
to. "WMike s Down~dome Westecrn Texas Style Deep-
Trlcd Southern Chicken Take OQut Shops'. They
will sell hamburgers and hot dogs (not to mention

.applcwplc) on the side. We'll also organise baseball teams..you = k 'Nyeevfs.

can‘t get any more American than that. Any takers ?

Spcaking of cons {( You woren't 1)) if anyonc s willing and aolo, can
itibe arranged to have 7UP on tap at SEACON ? 'I work for 7UP and if it's known
that the beverage will be available at the Con, maybe X can talk my boss info
scndlng me over to keep the dispenscr in working order... Someone has to take -
care of thosc things,you know. I will gladly award the lady from the 7UP
commerciala to anyone who can arrange this (I keep he . .in a can behind the
Wrid QQ).a’

(liichacl Danks, from the Wilds of Chio ){{Onc of the Colonics 2)

w
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Thanks to an inflow of other iteus
for this issuc of ERG, letters get
the short end of the stie¢lk this
tinv..and poor o0ld fanzinec lhad to
e mdssed entirely, Oh well, text
issue nray reverse the position, so
on to the first letter. Srgitorial
remarks in triple
brackets (((Thus)) T.J.

Guide Eekhaut writes
from §=

Diestestraat 3 bus 1
B#+3000 Louven
Belgium,

"I likcd your capsule fanzing reyv-
iewsa. Gives the reader an idea of
the narket. A Tew weeko ago was
Convention time : Bencluxoon in
Ghent (Septs 9-11) GoH was Bob Shaw, who pronised (and s cnt) a short-short
story with comment, a witty piecec, which will appear in Rigel mapasine (in
English) I try to make RM as interesting as possible for English'and U.o,
recaders by including at least an English sumnary. The Con isgsue, Mo. 59 is
available in December and can be mailed’ to the U.K. for £1.00 USA, $2.00
That sounds. @ bit oxpensive, but wrrth it, I hope.t

Brian Aldilss,
Southnmoor,
Nr. [Lbill:dofl -

I was delighted to receive your letter and ERG, I nust adait
I construed frowi something you once said that you dislilied ny
role in the SF world, So I was glad to get ERG as a Triendly
token. {( More than that Brian, I honestly can't recall ever
commenting adversely on you, as I have always thought (and often said) that
you were one ol the nicest pro-writcrs around. I'a plcased to be able to
repeat that here, mo may I apologisc for any inadvertant crror on my part))
I'm amazed if Wilson Tucker is coming to the UK, I gatherecd last year that
he. felt unfit to travel when ¥ wrote asking him cover to Dublin to receive
the Retrospective J,.W.Campbell Award froem THE YEAR CF THUN QUIAT SUH, I'm
hepins to persuade the BBC to £ilm QUIZT SUN and other goodies next year,
(( Gond luck cn the pwoject..and I hope Bob
will fecel batter in *78))
I wonder if you wrote because you heard
a rumour I was dead. Thatls what I
heard in Poland last ycar, and Stock-
hola last weeks The rumour is
based on preciocus litile

S S cevidence. ({((T'Or which weo
— T i arc all extretic.y *' «270u)))
‘ -
.-"/ >
2 — \C— ——— ~J
= N



22 Bob Shaw ilany thanks for ERG 58, I thought the Tucker interviow was
Ulverston  really funny. What a novel idea for a fan article. I wonder
Cuntbria would anybody mind if I stolec it and did an interview with

: uyscelf so that I could be straight man for my favourifc Jokes.
{(Help yourself...but can I plead for you to let the result be published in
ERG)) I e¢njoyed your account of the '47 Con., It was fascinating to sce
the difforcnces hetween how they did things then., The notion c¢f using a
tube station as a rcception point is so legical that nowadays nobody would
cven think of it ({({(Not with today's fares)) '

I'm surprised that you as a science fiction fan intercsted in technol-
ogy should suggest an antiguated nethod like gluc for binding fanzines. Tac
best viay to 8o it is by the usc of celectrostatics. Put an LP on your record
player and hold the spine of the fanzine so that it lightly brushes the
surface of the disk for 30 scconds. Not only will the pages picl up enough
static to bind them permancently. but you get your record collection cleaned
at the sane time. {(((Scoms a shocking procedurc to me )

Roger adéington
4 Comiercial S3t.,
Horton

Malton -

Liked your cover of last issuc anyway. I thought it
had echoes of THE HIGH CRUSADE though I don't kmow where
the dinosaur came from, (((Out of an cgg)) I quite liked
the cover of the currcnt issue as well, the oomposition,
the placing of the varieus features, all except the face of the spaceman,
I' not too sure of the mechanics of reproduction (have I zot probleis) h
{({Let nature take over and rclax)) but could you have brought it out more
and nadc it more lifelikc. {(Possibly, but it never occurred to ie))

Nice to see Don Malcoln interviewed, I bought a novel he did for Laser,
i IROF RAIN,, it's certainly time he care into the public notice.' I
don't go all the way with him on illustrations for stories though I.would
agrée on SF in the comies of the 2001 or Unknown Worlds of SI variety where
however innovative the artist's technique may be, he still usurps the power
of the inagination. Just what sort of collection do you have that you have
to nite it on file cards ? {( A large one....some 100 fect of shelving or
rore)) ' R
Paul Frazer
51 Ivanhoc Rd,,
Abordoeen

Thanks for delivering ERC .59 so promptly. Your wish that I
had plenty to recad was unfulfilled I'm afraid. 1 rcad them
in about half an hour., The main fault (as I sec it) in your
zinc is that you arc almost completely redundant as a reviewer. Jixauple of
your orumiiy review department. I have rcad Mindbridge, Haldemtan's scecond

SF novel and it just isn't as good as you make ¢mts The wmain fawlt I find
with it is that after half of the book, Haldeman goes at a complete right
anglo to what his book has been going even though it is tied up with the
second parte. Also the book was too short, far tuo short. Hac it been, say
250 pages long he would have- beon able to work on the characters Zar more
than hc did in his short chapterse. (((OK, but I still liked it))

I rencnber writing to Glimpse (deccascd) saying how your art was rubbish.
((Ges thanks.)) That's not quite true. Your 'serious' art succeecds in being
1ikc somothing out of "Thrilling Wonder Stories' but your hwilourcus art is
a gquantun junp better (That I do like) T love those people without the

ncse and mouth. {(( I like people like that 00, ) (((Minc are called '‘The

Soggioes))



